[Myokymia of the obliquus superior muscle and cryptogenetic epilepsy].
Myokymia of the obliquus superior muscle is a rare episodic microtremor caused by uncontrolled activities of the trochlearis nerve fibres. Epilepsy is also caused by spontaneous discharges of neurons. In our report we present an associated epilepsy which to the best of our knowledge is described for the first time. An 61-year old man with twitches of the right eye for 6 weeks and a subjective feeling of eye movement was investigated at our hospital. His history was void of any ophthalmologic diseases. However, he suffered from cryptogenetic epilepsy known since childhood. The morphological and orthoptical findings of his eyes were normal. During the slit-lamp investigation a unilateral rotating microtremor of the right eye induced by looking downward was seen. The neurologic investigation, magnetic resonance imaging and assessment of the thyreoid function did not show further pathological results. The patient underwent treatment with carbamazepine. Under this therapy he did not show any symptoms of myokymia during follow-up. To the best of our knowledge this is the first case of myokymia of the obliquus superior muscle associated to epilepsy. To our opinion, any case of this syndrome should be investigated for epilepsy. A causal relation is unlikely since the most probable etiologies are either spontaneous discharges of trochlear nucleus neurons or a close contact between vessel and nerve analogously to trigeminal neuralgia.